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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention provides an inverted pendulum-type
moving body having a pair of wheels suspended from the
moving body, using a floor as a traveling plane, and is pro-
vided on the same plane vertical to its travelling direction, a
driving mechanism for rotating these wheels, posture mea-
surement means for measuring an inclination angular veloc-
ity of'its upper body that a straight line connecting a center-
of-gravity position of a body of the moving body and an axle
of'the one pair of wheels makes with a vertical direction, and
a mechanism control part for maintaining an inverted state of
the moving body by controlling the driving mechanism, by
having a velocity planning device for performing a movement
plan so that the upper body angular velocity and the upper
body angle may be in a relationship of quadratic function
when a velocity change is needed.

4 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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INVERTED PENDULUM TYPE MOVING
BODY HAVING VELOCITY PLANNING
DEVICE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an inverted pendulum type
moving body having a velocity planning device.

BACKGROUND ART

As a conventional technology related to this technical field,
there is Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication
No. 2007-168603 (Patent Literature 1). As this conventional
technology, there is a coaxial two-wheel moving truck that
has a driving wheel, an operation part, an obstacle detection
part, and a control part for driving and controlling the driving
wheel, and the moving truck is configured so that a stop
instruction signal may be outputted to the control part by the
operation part when the user instructs stop of the truck while
this truck is in movement or by the obstacle detection part
when existence of an obstacle is detected.

This control part is configured to set a value of a current
vehicle velocity multiplied by -1 as a target vehicle velocity
and to drive the driving wheel at the number of revolution
according to the target vehicle velocity based on the stop
instruction signal. For this reason, a force will be applied to
the vehicle body in a direction opposite to its traveling direc-
tion, and a braking distance at the time of stop becomes short.
Moreover, the target vehicle velocity is made to vary so as to
approach zero sequentially until the vehicle body stops. Since
the target vehicle velocity can be varied while the posture of
the vehicle body is controlled by this control part, emergency
stop of the vehicle body in a stable posture is made possible.

Moreover, there is Japanese Unexamined Patent Applica-
tion Publication No. 2007-319991 (Patent Literature 2). In
this conventional technology, described is a moving robot that
has a moving mechanism with left and right wheels and a
traveling motor for driving these wheels to rotate and a con-
trol device for controlling an upper body supported by this
moving mechanism and the moving mechanism.

This control unit has a travel target generation part for
generating multiple time series target values, and this travel
target generation part is configured to generate a time series
values of a characteristic point that is a linear sum of a posi-
tion and an inclination of the moving robot located above a
grounding point of the moving robot in such a way to fulfill a
moving condition to the multiple time series target values.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Literature 1: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application
Publication No. 2007-168603

Patent Literature 2: Japanese Unexamined Patent Application
Publication No. 2007-319991

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem
Since the inverted pendulum type moving body is small in
its base area, a case of being used as a moving body on which

a human being rides, a case of being used as a truck for
carrying things, such as a service robot, etc. are conceivable.
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Thus, the inverted pendulum type moving body is expected to
play an active part in all environments while coexisting with
human beings.

Itis important for the inverted pendulum type moving body
operating near the human beings to recover its posture rapidly
against disturbance of the posture caused by rushing out and
contact of something from a corner of a walk and impact at the
time of stepping over a level difference and to stop in a
shortest distance to ensure safety.

However, since the technology of Patent Literature 1 does
not take into consideration a maximum torque of the driving
wheel and the inverted pendulum type moving body does not
necessarily reach a maximum acceleration, it is difficult to
stop in the shortest distance. Moreover, when an excessive
acceleration is required, it may result in turnover.

Moreover, although the technology of Patent Literature 2
performs a movement plan that considers the maximum
torque, it is impossible to perform a plan from during accel-
eration/deceleration in a state of disturbed posture. Therefore,
under a situation where velocity change is difficult during
movement and disturbance of the posture, such as the emer-
gency stop, is anticipated, it may be unable to be utilized.
Moreover, since the maximum acceleration is not maintained,
it is also difficult to stop in the shortest distance.

The object of the present invention is to provide an inverted
pendulum type moving body that makes possible velocity
change including a safe emergency stop even from a situation
where its posture is disturbed during the acceleration/decel-
eration and during stepping over a level difference.

Solution to Problem

The above-mentioned object is attained in an inverted pen-
dulum type moving body that has; a pair of wheels that is
suspended from a body of the moving body, uses a floor as a
traveling plane, and is provided vertically to its traveling
direction; a driving mechanism for rotating these wheels;
posture measuring means for measuring an upper body angu-
lar velocity that a straight line connecting a center-of-gravity
position of the body of the moving body and the axle of the
one pair of wheels makes with a vertical direction; and a
mechanism control part for maintaining an inverted state of
the body of the moving body by controlling the driving
mechanism, by providing a velocity planning device for,
when a need to change the velocity arises during a movement
of the moving body, performing the movement plan so that
the upper body angular velocity and the upper body angle
may be in a relationship of quadratic function.

Moreover, for the above-mentioned object, it is desirable
for the moving body to have a velocity planning device for,
when the need to change the velocity arises during the move-
ment of the moving body, performing a movement plan so
that the upper body angular velocity and the upper body angle
may be in the relationship of quadratic function after gener-
ating a fixed wheel driving force.

Moreover, for the above-mentioned object, itis desirable to
have a velocity planning device for planning target values
such that the upper body angle is non-zero and the upper body
angular velocity is zero for a fixed time.

Moreover, for the above-mentioned object, itis desirable to
have a velocity planning device that does not output values
such that the upper body angle is zero and the upper body
angular velocity is zero as target values until the velocity
change is completed when the velocity is changed.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, the inverted pendulum
type moving body that makes possible velocity change
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including safe emergency stop even from a situation where its
posture is disturbed during acceleration/deceleration and
stepping over a level difference.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an outline configuration diagram of an inverted
pendulum type moving body to which the present invention is
directed.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing a system configuration of the
inverted pendulum type moving body to which the present
invention is directed.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart for explaining a processing of an
action decision part according to the embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing contact determination with an
obstacle by the action decision part according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart for explaining a processing of a
velocity planning part according to the embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing an example of modeling ofthe
inverted pendulum type moving body according to the
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing an emergency stop operation
processing of the velocity planning part according to the
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a diagram for explaining the emergency stop
operation processing of the velocity planning part according
to the embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a graph chart showing a simulation result of an
effect according to the embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, one embodiment of the present invention will
be described along with drawings.

First Embodiment

A mechanism configuration of an inverted pendulum type
moving body 1 of this the embodiment will be explained
referring to FIG. 1. FIG. 1A is a side view for explaining the
mechanism configuration of the inverted pendulum type
moving body 1 of this the embodiment, and FIG. 1B is a front
view of the inverted pendulum type moving body 1.

In FIGS. 1A and 1B, the inverted pendulum type moving
body 1 is roughly comprised of a moving mechanism 10 and
anupper body 2. The moving mechanism 10 has a pair of right
and left wheels 13R, L on the same axle, a mechanism control
part 11, and motors 12R, L, and the wheels 13R, L. are con-
nected to the respectively independent motors 12R, L.. The
motors 12R, I are connected to the mechanism control part
11, and are controlled to generate a prescribed torque. A
rotation angle and a rotational angular velocity of the wheels
13R, L are acquired by the mechanism control part 11 through
the motors 12R, L.

The upper body 2 is provided over the moving mechanism
10. The upper body 2 has a computer 3 for performing an
arithmetic operation described later, an environment sensor 4
for measuring a surrounding situation, and a posture sensor 5
for measuring an inclination angle 6 that a straight line con-
necting a center-of-gravity position and the axle of the
inverted pendulum type moving body 1 except for the wheels
13R, L and the axle makes with the vertical direction and an
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inclination angular velocity d8. The computer 3 and the mov-
ing mechanism 10 are connected so that information
exchange can be performed.

Next, a system configuration of the inverted pendulum type
moving body 1 will be described using FIG. 2. FIG. 2 is a
flowchart showing the system configuration of the inverted
pendulum type moving body to which the present invention is
directed.

In FIG. 2, the computer 3 has an obstacle recognition part
21, an action decision part 22, a path planning part 23, a
velocity planning part 24, and an inversion control part 25.
The computer 3 is connected to the environment sensor 4, the
posture sensor 5, and the moving mechanism 10. The envi-
ronment sensor 4 is a sensor for observing a situation outside
the inverted pendulum type moving body 1, and can measure
a distance to a surrounding object two-dimensionally or
three-dimensionally, for example, by using a laser scanner.
Moreover, the distance to the surrounding object can be simi-
larly recognized, for example, by using a stereo camera. The
posture sensor 5 is configured, for example, by using a gyro
sensor, and thereby can measure the inclination angle 6 and
the inclination angular velocity d6 of the upper body 2. The
obstacle recognition part 21 corrects the distance to the sur-
rounding object acquired from the environment sensor 4
using the inclination angle 6 obtained from the posture sensor
5, i.e., by multiplying it with cos 6, and calculates the posi-
tion, the velocity, and the shape of the obstacle.

As a computation technique of an obstacle, there is the
following method, for example (for example, a method of
Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
2008-65755).

By this method, first, a rapid change point to an angle of a
distance value acquired by the laser scanner at a certain time
t is detected, and a data row is divided for every cloud of
continuous points to obtain several segments. By this, feature
quantities, such as a representative position of a center of
gravity of each segment at time t, a shape, etc. are obtained.
Next, the calculation is performed similarly at time t+At to
obtain feature quantities of each segment. Here, the feature
quantities of the segment obtained at time t and the feature
quantities of the segment obtained at time t+At are compared,
the segments whose feature quantities are close to each other
are considered the same obstacle, and a velocity of the
obstacle is calculated from a variation of the representative
position. Moreover, a shape of the obstacle is calculated from
a data row that is recognized to be of the same obstacle and
center coordinates of a circle inscribed in the obtained shape
are calculated. Moreover, an obstacle whose moving velocity
is almost zero is considered a still obstacle, and each data
point by the laser scanner is considered an obstacle of zero
width. Moreover, since the above-mentioned processing is
executed for every segment, multiple obstacles can also be
recognized. The obstacle recognition part 21 calculates posi-
tions, velocities, and shapes of a single or multiple obstacles
by performing the above processing.

The action decision part 22 decides a behavior of the
inverted pendulum type moving body 1 from the followings:
a position, a velocity, and a shape of the obstacle acquired
from the obstacle recognition part 21; the inclination angle 6
and the inclination angular velocity d® acquired from the
posture sensor 5; a path plan acquired from the path planning
part 23; and a velocity plan acquired from the velocity plan-
ning part 24.

Below, an action decision processing in the action decision
part 22 will be explained with FIG. 3 and FIG. 4.
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FIG. 3 is a flowchart for explaining the processing of the
action decision part according to the embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagram for explaining contact determination
with the obstacle by the action decision part according to the
embodiment of the present invention.

In FIG. 3, the action decision part 22 acquires a moving
target that is set up in advance, or is decided by a program, or
is inputted by a human being by S22_1. The moving target
includes a movement destination position pr, a movement
destination turning direction wr, a maximum moving velocity
vr, and a motor maximum torque Tr.

In S22_2, the action decision part 22 transmits the moving
target together with an examination command to the path
planning part 23, and acquires the path plan and the velocity
plan from the path planning part 23 and the velocity planning
part 24. An internal processing of the path planning part 23
and the velocity planning part 24 will be described later.

In S22_3, the action decision part 22 acquires the inclina-
tion angle 8 and the inclination angular velocity dO from the
posture sensor 5, and acquires a current position p of the
inverted pendulum type moving body 1 from the inversion
control part 25 through the velocity planning part 24.

In S22_4, the action decision part 22 judges whether the
posture of the inverted pendulum type moving body 1 is
collapsed using Formula 1.

[Formula 1]

181>012U (d0>d0uN0>021)U (d0 <d0uNO<02u) (Formula 1)

However, 61u, dOu, and 62u are constants decided with
characteristics of the inverted pendulum type moving body 1,
and are 61u>0, d6u>0, and 62u>0. When Formula 1 is true,
the action decision part 22 advances the processing to
S22_10, and when in the other case, it advances the process-
ing to S22_5.

In S22 _5, the action decision part 22 acquires a position po,
avelocity vo, and a radius r from the obstacle recognition part
21 by approximating its shape with a circle.

In S22_6, the action decision part 22 determines whether
the inverted pendulum type moving body 1 and the obstacle
make contact from information of the obstacle acquired by
S22_5 and the path plan and the velocity plan acquired by
S22_5. In order to determine the contact, for example, desig-
nating the velocity at time t of the inverted pendulum type
moving body 1 as v(t), finding the position by a function
p(fv(t)dt) using a velocity from a current time to a time after
t0 seconds as an argument along the path plan, and assuming
a shape of the inverted pendulum type moving body 1 as a
circle of a radius w like the obstacle, as shown in FIG. 4, the
contact between the inverted pendulum type moving body 1
and the obstacle is predicted by Formula 2.

[Formula 2]

rrw> (VD)) (p 4,00

When Formula 2 is false, the action decision part 22 deter-
mines that there occurs no contact between the inverted pen-
dulum type moving body 1 and the obstacle and advances the
processing to S22_7. When Formula 2 is true, the action
decision part 22 advances the processing to S22_10.

In S22_7, the action decision part 22 determines whether a
movement command is issued after the moving target is
acquired in S22_1, and when the movement command is not
issued, in S22_8, the action decision part 22 sends the moving
target and the movement command issued by S22_2 to the
path planning part 23 and the velocity planning part 24, and

(Formula 2)
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further advances the processing to S22_9. When the move-
ment command has been issued, the action decision part 22
advances the processing to S22_9.

In S22_S22_9, the action decision part 22 compares the
moving target acquired by S22_3 and the current position p
acquired by S22_1 using Formula 3.

[Formula 3]

e>[p.pll (Formula 3)

Here, € is a constant set up in advance. When Formula 3 is
true, the action decision part 22 completes the movement
decision processing. When Formula 3 is false, the action
decision part 22 returns the processing to S22_3 and repeats
the processing.

In S22_10, the action decision part 22 issues an emergency
stop command to the path planning part 23, and terminates the
processing. The path planning part 23 acquires the moving
target from the action decision part 22, and generates a path.
The path generation method connects the current position p
acquired from the moving mechanism 10 through the travel-
ing planning part 24 and the movement destination position pr
with a straight line. Moreover, when the targeted turning
direction wr differs from the current turning direction w at the
movement destination position pr and the current position p,
the Bezier curve or the spline curve that connect smoothly the
current position p and the movement destination position p
may be designated as the path. Moreover, the path planning
part transmits generated path information to the action deci-
sion part 22 and the velocity planning part 24 as a data group
of position coordinates of points existing on the path, and
transmits the examination command and the movement com-
mand acquired from the action decision part 22 to the velocity
planning part 24.

The velocity planning part 24 generates the velocity plan
by acquiring the followings: the moving target from the
action decision part 22; the path plan from the path planning
part 23; the inclination angle 8 and the inclination angular
velocity dB of the upper body from the posture sensor 5; and
the wheel velocity d¢ from the moving mechanism 10
through the inversion control part 25. Moreover, it transmits
the generated velocity plan and the acquired path plan to the
inversion control part 25.

Below, a velocity plan processing in the velocity planning
part 24 will be described using a flowchart of FIG. 5. More-
over, details of the processing S24_7 in the flowchart of FIG.
5 will be described using a flowchart of FIG. 7.

FIG. 5 is the flowchart for explaining a processing of the
velocity planning part according to the embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing an example of modeling of the
inverted pendulum type moving body according to the
embodiment of the present invention.

In S24_1 of FIG. 5, the velocity planning part 24 acquires
the moving target and the movement command or the exami-
nation command from the action decision part 22. In S24_2,
the velocity planning part 24 acquires the path information
from the path planning part 23. In S24_3, the velocity plan-
ning part 24 calculates a movement length 1 from the acquired
path information. Computation of the movement length 1 is
calculated according to Formula 4 because the path informa-
tion is a data group of position coordinates comprised of n
points.
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[Formula 4]
nl (Formula 4)
L=l Al
i=1
Here, hi (i=1, . . ., n) represents an individual point of the

path information.

In S24_4, the velocity planning part 24 acquires the incli-
nation angle 0 and the inclination angular velocity df of the
upper body from the posture sensor 5, and acquires the wheel
angular velocity d¢ and the current position from the inver-
sion control part 25.

In S24_5, the velocity planning part 24 judges whether the
emergency stop command is acquired from the action deci-
sion part 22. When the emergency stop command is not
acquired, it advances the processing to S24_6; when being
acquired, it advances the processing to S24-7.

In S24_6, the velocity planning part 24 generates the veloc-
ity plan based on the maximum moving velocity vr extracted
from the moving target, the motor maximum torque Tr, the
calculated movement length 1, and the inclination angle 6 and
the inclination angular velocity d6 acquired from the attitude
sensor. The velocity plan is generated according to an equa-
tion of motion of the inverted pendulum type moving body 1.
A model for computation of the equation of motion is shown
in FIG. 6 and a calculated equation of motion is shown in
Formulae 5.

[Formulae 5]
Sp+Th=1 (Formulae 5)
{ Up+Vvh=0

S=J,+ (My+M)R?

T =Jo+ (Mo +M)R* + LM{R

U = (Jo + (Mo + M)R® + LM R) [ (gLM))
V=(Jo+Jy +ML*+ (Mo + M)R? +2LM,R)/ (gLM,)

Here, designations are as follows: R, a radius of the wheel
13; M0, a mass thereof; J0, a moment of inertia thereof; M1,
a mass of a portion other than the wheel of the inverted
pendulum type moving body 1; J1, a moment of inertia
thereof; L, a distance between the center of gravity and an
axle of'the wheel 13; ¢, a rotational angle of the wheel from a
straight line including the center of gravity and the axle; d¢, a
rotational angular velocity; and g, a gravitational accelera-
tion.

Formulae 5 are based on the model shown in FIG. 6 and is
linearized in the vicinity of 6=0 through a Lagrange’s equa-
tion. Moreover, in order to make the formula simple, constant
term portions were replaced with S, T, U, and V.

Furthermore, a relationship of the inclination angle 6, the
inclination angular velocity d6, the wheel angle ¢, the wheel
angular velocity d¢, and the motor torque T that are quantities
of'state are obtained as in Formulae 6 by using a parameter q
to Formulae 5.
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[Formulae 6]

14 (Formulae 6)
g=¢p+ i [
p=q Vg?
do=qD vg®
0=Ug®
do=Uqg™
7=5¢% +(TU 5V)g*

Here, q(i) [i=1, 2, and 3] represents an i-th differentiation
of q. All the quantities of state can be designed by designing
a fixed point q from Formulae 6. When the inverted pendulum
type moving body 1 changes its velocity, it needs to tempo-
rarily move the wheels 13 to a reverse direction to a direction
in which it intends to travel more than the upper body because
of'its dynamic characteristics. A rotation center of the whole
of'the inverted pendulum type moving body 1 at this time is q.
As a design method of q, in the case where the inclination
angle 0 and the inclination angular velocity d at the time of
start of movement and at the time of completion of movement
can be regarded as zeros, the technology described in Patent
Literature 2 can be used. At this time, q(4) takes any one of
values of 0, k, and -k (k>0), q(i)(ts)=q(i)(te)=0 [i=1, 2, and 3]
is derived on the condition that states at the time of start of
movement (time ts) and at the time of completion of move-
ment (time te) are stable, and q(4) is set up using the move-
ment length 1, the maximum moving velocity vr, and the
motor maximum torque tr. All the quantities of state are
designed by integrating the q(4) and converting it with a
relationship of Formulae 6. A data row of the inclination angle
0, the inclination angular velocity d6, the wheel angle ¢, and
the wheel angular velocity d¢ that are along with a time series
is generated as the velocity plan.

In S24_8, when the command acquired from the action
decision part 22 is the examination command, the velocity
planning part 24 advances the processing to S24_9; when the
command is the movement command, it advances the pro-
cessing to S24_10.

In S24_9, the velocity planning part 24 transmits the gen-
erated velocity plan to the action decision part 22, and termi-
nates it.

In S24_10, the velocity planning part 24 transmits the
generated velocity plan to the action decision part 22 and the
inversion control part 25, and terminates it.

In S24_7, the velocity planning part 24 performs an emer-
gency stop operation in which a current quantity of state is
designated to be a start point, and terminates it. In this case,
since states at the time of start of movement (time ts) and at
the time of completion of movement (time te) are not stable,
the method of Patent Literature 2 is unusable.

Then, a stop plan is drawn up using a flowchart shown in
FIG. 7 and FIG. 8.

FIG. 7 is the flowchart showing an emergency stop opera-
tion processing of the velocity planning part according to the
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a diagram for explaining the emergency stop
operation processing of the velocity planning part according
to the embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a graph with q'® taken along the horizontal axis
and q® taken along the vertical axis, these parameters show
a relationship between the acceleration of the inverted pen-
dulum type moving body 1 and a rate of change of the accel-
eration.

In FIG. 7 and FIG. 8, although a period from a time when
the wheel velocity d¢ is positive to a time when it is deceler-
ated to zero is treated in this embodiment, by making the sign
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suitable, even in the case where the wheel velocity d¢ is
negative, it can be accelerated to zero.

In S24_7_1, the velocity planning part 24 calculates the
deceleration curve 101 expressed by Formula 7 in which k is
set to a constant and the deceleration curve 100 expressed by
Formula 8.

[Formula 7]
1 (Formula 7)
@ _ L B2
q %@
[Formula 8]
(Formula 8)

1
@ _ _ Oy
q 2k(qr )

In Formulae 7 and 8, k (>0) is time-invariant and common,
is equal to an absolute value of ¢, and is calculated by using,
for example, a relationship of d¢ that is obtained with the
maximum motor torque tr, the maximum moving velocity vr,
and the radius of the wheel 13 and Formulae 6. ¢ takes
either value of k or -k (k>0) when the torque is not directly
specified by the plan. Moreover, if k, namely an absolute
value of q*, is decided from Formulae 6, the maximum
motor torque tr will be in a relationship of a linear function of
the maximum upper body inclination angle 6. Using this, C is
computable by solving the above-mentioned linear function
for the case of =0 where the absolute value of 6 becomes
a maximum when the absolute value of the required motor
torque becomes a maximum. By following the plan that is
along with this deceleration curve, the inverted pendulum
type moving body 1 can make a maximum deceleration and
stop from an arbitrary posture even after the motors 12 is
driven with the maximum motor torque.

In S24_7_2, the velocity planning part 24 acquires the
inclination angle 6 and the inclination angular velocity df
from the posture sensor 5, converts them into q(2) and q(3)
using the relationship of Formulae 6, respectively, and deter-
mines whether the point is on the right of the deceleration
curve 100 in FIG. 8 or on the left. When it is on the right of the
deceleration curve 100, the processing is advanced to
S24_7_3; when it is in the vicinity of the deceleration curve
100, the processing is advanced to S24_7_4; and when it is
sufficiently on the left thereof, the processing is advanced to
S24_7 5.

In S24_7_3, the velocity planning part 24 sends an instruc-
tion to the inversion control part 25 so that the motor torque T
may become the motor maximum torque tr, and returns the
processing to S24_7_2. As shown in FIG. 8, during S24_7_3,
a state of the inverted pendulum type moving body 1 moves in
a lower left direction.

In S24_7_4, the velocity planning part 24 acquires the
wheel angular velocity d¢, the inclination angle 6, and the
inclination angular velocity dO from the posture sensor 5 and
the mechanism control part 11 through the inversion control
part 25, and generates g [i=1, 2, and 3] by converting these
quantities of state using the relationship of Formulae 6. By
setting g as q“=4 to the obtained q, with the relationship
of Formulae 6 and by integrating q?, the velocity planning
part 24 generates the velocity plan that is along with the
deceleration curve 100 and transmits a portion of it that comes
to the inclination angular velocity d6=q®'=0 to the inversion
control part 25. When the inclination angular velocity df
becomes d6=q®=0, the processing is advanced to S24_7_7.
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As shown in FIG. 8, during S24_7_4, the state of the inverted
pendulum type moving body 1 moves along the deceleration
curve 100.

In S24_7_5, the velocity planning part 24 sends an instruc-
tion to the inversion control part 25 so that the motor torque T
may become zero, makes the inverted pendulum type moving
body 1 turn over, and terminates the movement.

In S24_7_6, in a plan that decelerates the moving body
according to the deceleration curve 100 like S24_7_4 and
further decelerates it along the deceleration curve 101 after
setting "=k at a cross point of the deceleration curve 100
and the deceleration curve 101, when q®=q®=0 comes to
hold, the velocity planning part 24 determines whether the
wheel angular velocity d¢ becomes zero. When the determi-
nation result is false, the velocity planning part 24 keeps
deceleration and performs a loop processing by maintaining
the target inclination angle and the target inclination angular
velocity until the determination result becomes true. When
the determination result is true, the velocity planning part 24
advances the processing to S24_7_7, and transmits the decel-
eration plan whose determination result becomes true to the
inversion control part 25, and terminates the processing.

The inversion control part 25 transmits an instruction for
controlling the motors 12R, L to the mechanism control part
11 based on a plan or a torque direction sent from the velocity
planning part 24 and the rotation angle ¢R, L. and the rota-
tional angular velocity dpR, L. of the wheels 13R, I acquired
from the moving mechanism 10. In the case where the recep-
tion is performed as the plan, a target value corresponding to
the current time is used according to a time series of the plan.
Moreover, it calculates a current position p(t0) of the inverted
pendulum type moving body 1. A computation method of the
position at a current time t0 is based on Formulae 9.

[Formula 9]
Pt)=(v(#)cos o(Ddr " v(E)sin w(E)dt)
WO=(dpp()+d, (1))/2

()=l Cdo(t)dt

do@)=R(d, ()-dor(0)/f

t represents time, and the wheel angle ¢R, L. and the rota-
tional angular velocity dgR, L are described with functions of
t. Moreover, fis an interval of the wheels 13R and 13L.

When the plan acquires the quantity of state from the
velocity planning part 24 as a target, a motor torque TS for
translation according to Formula 10 is calculated.

(Formula 9)

[Formula 10]
6-0, (Formula 10)
=P

= [K, K2 K3 K

7, =[K; K2 K3 4]d0—d0,
de-der

Here, K; [i=1, 2, 3, and 4] is a scalar quantity, and can be
designed heuristically or by means of LQR and Hoo control
theory. Moreover, Or, dOr, ¢, and d¢ are an upper body angle
target value, an upper body angular velocity target value, a
wheel angle target value, and a wheel angular velocity target
value, respectively. Moreover, ¢ is an average of wheel rota-
tion angles ¢R, L, and d¢ is an average of wheel rotational
angular velocities dpR, L. When the wheel rotation angle ¢ris
not specified like at the time of the emergency stop operation,
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a portion related to the wheel rotation angle is disregarded.
When a maximum torque instruction or a turnover instruction
is received from the velocity planning part 24, the acquired
motor torque target value is transmitted to the mechanism
control part 11 as it is.

A method of computing a rotation motor torque tc for
following the path plan will be described. The path plan is
data of a point group on the path as described above, and is
represented by h[i] (i=1, 2, . . . n). The inversion control part
25 calculates a distance H from a point h[j] on the path plan
that is nearest to the current position to a point h[j]. Next, a
target turning direction wr at the point h[j] and its turning
radius 1 are calculated using points h[j+1], h[j-1] that are
before and after the point h[j] on the path plan. Next, the
present target moving velocity vr is divided by the turning
radius m to obtain the target rotational angular velocity dwr.
According to Formula 11, the motor torque tc for turning is
calculated using the above.

[Formula 11]

Wy —w (Formula 11)

dw, —dw
H

7. = [Ks K¢ K7]

However, K, [i=5, 6, and 7] is a scalar quantity and can be
designed heuristically or by means of the various control
theories as described above. The inversion control part 25
transmits a sum of s and tc as a torque that the motor 12L is
made to output to the mechanism control part 11, and trans-
mits a difference of s and tc as a torque that the motor 12R
is made to output.

When the moving mechanism 10 receives the stop com-
mand, the mechanism control part 11 controls so that the
motors 12R, [ may not output a torque. Moreover, it mea-
sures the angle and the angular velocity of the wheels 13R, L.
through the motors 12R, [ and transmits them to the inversion
control part 25.

The inverted pendulum type moving body 1 configured as
above can stop by maximum acceleration=maximum motor
torque even from a state where the posture was disturbed.
Moreover, since acceleration does not come to zero in the
middle of the operation, a scene where the upper body incli-
nation angle and the upper body inclination angular velocity
to the target values become zeros does not exist except for a
point of termination of the plan. FIG. 9 shows a behavior by
simulation when the emergency stop operation of the inverted
pendulum type moving body 1 that is configured in this
embodiment is performed.

FIG. 9 is graph charts showing simulation results of an
effect according to the embodiment of the present invention.

In FIG. 9, an example where the emergency plan of this
embodiment is performed during acceleration of the inverted
pendulum type moving body 1 is represented by a solid line,
and the emergency stop plan only with the wheel angular
velocity d¢, the inclination angle 6, and the inclination angu-
lar velocity dO set to zero is represented by a broken line.
Whereas the conventional technique cannot support a rapid
target value change, resulting in turnover, the technique of
this embodiment succeeds in velocity change and succeeds in
stop.

Second Embodiment

Although in the first embodiment, the emergency stop
where the velocity was reduced to zero during forward move-
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ment was shown, the present invention can also be applied to
a case where the velocity is reduced to zero during backward
movement, or a case where the current velocity is changed to
an arbitrary velocity. Moreover, although the processing was
advanced based on the acquired current information in the
example of the first embodiment, for example, in S24_7_2
and S24_7_6, simulation may be performed based on a situ-
ation at the time of start of the plan to decide a timing, and the
entire plan may be generated in advance.

Third Embodiment

Although, in the first embodiment, the path was generated
in the path planning part 23, a path set up in advance like the
action decision part 22 may be acquired or path information
may be acquired directly from the outside. Moreover, when
transmitting the path plan to the velocity planning part 24,
path plan information may be transmitted as a function with a
time as a parameter or as a data group in which a time and
coordinates are coupled, not transmitting data of the coordi-
nates.

Fourth Embodiment

Although in generation of the emergency stop operation of
the first embodiment, it is presupposed that the stop is made
with the maximum acceleration, when a velocity after the
change has a small difference from the current velocity that is
before the change, a suitably small acceleration may be used
not using the maximum acceleration. Moreover, it is not
necessary to use the maximum torque also in S24_7_3 where
the posture is moved to the deceleration curve.

Fifth Embodiment

Although in the first embodiment, it is presupposed that the
inclination angle of the upper body is acquired from the
posture sensor, the posture sensor may measure only the
inclination angular velocity and the computer may find the
inclination angle by integrating the inclination angular veloc-
ity after acquiring it.

LIST OF REFERENCE SIGNS
1. .. Inverted pendulum type moving body
2 ... Upper body
3 ... Computer
4 . .. Environment sensor
5 ... Posture sensor
10 . . . Moving mechanism
11 ... Mechanism control part
12 ... Motor
13 ... Wheel

The invention claimed is:

1. An inverted pendulum type moving body comprising:

a pair of wheels that is suspended from a body of the
moving body, uses a floor as a traveling plane, and is
provided on the same plane vertical to its traveling direc-
tion; a driving mechanism for rotating these wheels;

a posture sensor that measures an inclination angular
velocity of its upper body that a straight line connecting
acenter of gravity of the body of the moving body and an
axle of the one pair of wheels makes with a vertical
direction;

amechanism control part that maintains an inverted state of
the body of the moving body by controlling the driving
mechanism; and
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a computer including a velocity planning part that, when a
need to change a velocity arises during a movement of
the moving body, performs a movement plan so that the
inclination angular velocity of the upper body and an
inclination angle of the upper body may be in a relation-
ship of a quadratic function.

2. The inverted pendulum type moving body according to
claim 1, a wherein the velocity planning part, when the need
to change the velocity arises during the movement of the
moving body, performs the movement plan so that the incli-
nation angular velocity of the upper body and the inclination
angle of the upper body may be in the relationship of the
quadratic function after generating a fixed wheel driving
force.

3. The inverted pendulum type moving body according to
claim 1, wherein the velocity planning part plans target values
such that the upper body inclination angle is non-zero and the
upper body inclination angular velocity is zero for a fixed
time.

4. The inverted pendulum type moving body according to
claim 1, a wherein the velocity planning device, when chang-
ing the velocity, does not output values such that the upper
body inclination angle is zero and the upper body inclination
angular velocity is zero as target values until the velocity
change is completed.
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